
 

                                                    Senior School Term 1 Overview 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Below is an overview of the curriculum content your child will be covering in Term 1 2019. Please be aware 

that the dates are general, as sometimes our assessments tell us that students might need more time to 

establish their understanding of a concept, or less time if they already understand a concept. 

POWER STANDARDS refer to the non-negotiable learning outcomes that you can expect your child to work 

towards throughout a unit of work. 

Please contact your child’s classroom teacher should you have any questions relating to this information.  

 

Integrated Unit: Ethics and Emotions Students will consider ethical dilemmas as they learn 
about the value of honesty, respect and loyalty.  

 
They will consider the influence that the media and others 

have on them, and the impact that being a fan of 
someone or something has on our identity.   

 

 

Numeracy 
Week/Date Topic Power Standards 

Week 3: 11th February 
to 

Week 6: 4th March 

Place Value 
 

Year 5: 
 Identify and describe factors and multiples of whole 

numbers and use them to solve problems. 
 Use estimation and rounding to check the 

reasonableness of answers to calculations. 
 

Year 6: 
 Identify and describe properties of prime, composite, 

square and triangular numbers. 
 Investigate everyday situations that use integers. 

Locate and represent these numbers on a number line. 
 

Week 8: 20th March  
to 

Week 9: 27th March 

Shape 

Year 5: 

 Compare 12- and 24-hour time systems and convert 
between them e.g. 16:00 is 4:00pm. 

 
Year 6: 

 Read and explain information (including elapsed time) 
from timetables that are used in everyday life (bus, 
train, school etc.) 

Reading 
Week/Date Power Standards 

Week 3 I can read independently for a sustained period of time and build my reading 
stamina. 
I can read independently without distracting others and remain seated in one 
place during independent reading.  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=M&t=Rounding
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=M&t=Square
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=M&t=Number+line


 

Read appropriate level texts that are a good fit. 
 
 

Week 4 I can back up and reread. 
Tune in to interesting words and use new vocabulary in speaking and writing. 
I can identify perspective when reading (first person, second person and third 
person) and recognise how perspective impacts the story.   

Week 5 I can recall important information and carry it forward (summarising) 
Monitor and fix up. 
Use pictures, illustrations and diagrams. 
I can interpret what the writer means but has not stated. (inferring) 

Week 6 I notice aspects of the writers craft including text structure and language 
features.  
Use beginning and ending sounds. 
Reread text. 
Use word parts to determine the meaning of words (prefixes, suffixes, origins, 
abbreviations). 

Week 7 Retell the story. 
Blend sounds; stretch and reread. 
Practice common sight words and high frequency words. 
Connecting the text to personal and world knowledge as well as other texts. 

Week 8 Use prior knowledge to connect with text. 
Flip the sound. 
Comparing content from a variety of textual sources including media and digital 
texts. (compare and contrast) 

Week 9 Use prior knowledge and context to predict and confirm meaning. 
Ask someone to define a word for you. 
Analyse strategies authors use to influence readers.   

Week 10 What is the main message of this book? What does the author want you to think 
about? What was the big idea? 
Identify techniques an author has used to engage the reader 

Writing 

Week/Date Genre Power Standards 
Week 4 Recount  Identify 3 forms of recount- personal, factual and procedural 

 Setting up a writers notebook 

Week 5 Recount  Uses graphic organisers to plan for writing a narrative. 

 Includes past tense verbs, adverbs, adjectives and figurative language.  

 Using the mentor text ‘Ziba came on a boat’ to improve narrative 
writing 

Week 6 Narrative  Identify, explain and follow structure of a narrative in their writing. 

 Writes using an orientation, build up, complication (minimum 2 
paragraphs), resolution (minimum 2 paragraphs) and an ending. 

 Paragraphs contain at least 4 sentences with a clear topic sentence.  

Week 7 Narrative  Uses visual imagery- Clear descriptions throughout including the use 
of adverbs and adjectives. 

 Includes features such as alliteration, onomatopoeia, 
similes/metaphors (figurative language). 

 Uses sophisticated vocabulary. 

Week 8 Narrative  Completed writing pieces must contain no more than 3 punctuation or 
spelling mistakes. 



 

 

 Use a minimum of 2 resources when checking spelling of words. 

 Uses base words, prefixes/suffixes, spelling rules/generalisations to 
spell new words 

 Attempts at new words show phonological and visual knowledge. 

Week 9 Narrative  Revises with a partner or small group to improve the content of the 
writing (e.g. Add adjectives, give more information etc.) 

 Uses a word processing program to publish writing. 


