
Dates to remember: 

 Saturday 25th August—Term 3 

Working Bee 9am—1pm 

 Level 4 Camp—Golden Valleys 

Lodge  (5-7th September) 

 Friday 21st September—Last day 

of Term 3—2:30pm finish 

 Friday 12th October—ART SHOW 

 Thursday 1st Nov—Scienceworks 

Excursion 
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Welcome back everyone to an exciting and busy term at Chelsea Heights Primary 

School. It has been wonderful to see the students settle back into their classroom 

routines so quickly and show that they are very focused on their learning. 

Numeracy: Multiplication & Division 

Last week we finished our unit on Multiplication and Division. The students have been 
learning a number of strategies such as; compensation, partitioning, vertical 
multiplication and the split strategy for division. They have also practised how to write 
and interpret worded problems. An area the students have identified they all need to 
work more on is learning their times tables! If you could support your child with this it 
would be greatly appreciated. There are lots of games, rhymes and apps available. The 
expectation is that Year 3 students know their 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables and the Year 4 
students should know all of them. If you need any extra resources please feel free to 
speak to your child’s teacher. The next topic we will be covering is Fractions and 
Decimals.  
Writing 
This term in the Middle School we have learnt that persuasive writing techniques can be 
used in various formats, including arguments, discussions and advertisements. Students 
have explored the difference between discussions and advertisements. They have learnt 
that when writing a discussion, both sides of an argument are presented and the reader 
decides which they agree with, while an advertisement is used to persuade the reader 
to buy, like or do something.  

Students analysed a variety of poster advertisements and discussed what techniques 
were used to persuade the reader. They expanded their vocabulary by developing a 
class list of words ‘that sell’ and then planned and created a poster to sell their own 
product, game, toy or holiday. 

Students moved onto writing a discussion, remembering that a discussion tells both 
sides of an argument. They chose a topic to write about then created a T-Chart to 
identify the arguments for and against their chosen topic. Students used the correct 
structure to write their discussion which includes an introduction, paragraph for, 
paragraph against and conclusion while ensuring that both sides of the argument were 
presented fairly.  

Daily 5  
During Daily 5 reading sessions, students have learnt many new strategies to instil 
behaviours of independence and create highly engaged readers, writers and learners. 
Daily 5 sessions include read to self, read to someone, word work and listen to reading, 
while students also focus on the Literacy CAFÉ Menu – Comprehension, Accuracy, 
Fluency and Expanded Vocabulary.  

A few of the strategies the students have been focusing on during Daily 5 sessions are 
determining and analysing the author’s purpose, recognising cause and effect 
relationships, recalling facts and details, understanding the purpose of pictures, 
illustrations and diagrams in texts, understanding sequence and understanding the 
different points of view presented in a text.  

Teachers continue to conference individually and with small groups of students to 
further develop their reading goals. Please encourage your child to read for a minimum 
of 20 minutes each night. Statistics show that if your child reads for 20 minutes each 
day, they are exposed to 1.8 million words per year, whereas if your child reads for 5 
minutes each day, they are exposed to 282,000 words per year. Definitely something to 
think about – Happy reading!  

Don’t forget to encourage your children at home to adopt a regular reading routine. This 

will be beneficial for students as they are working on being able to read uninterrupted 

for 20 consecutive minutes in the classroom. 

 

Students writing different poems 

such as Haiku and Diamante poems. 
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Inquiry 

Our Inquiry unit for Term 3 is called ‘Someone Else’s Shoes’ and is all about 

social justice and understanding people in the community who live with a 

disability.  The students have been asking plenty of great questions and have 

learned about lots of different people and how they can adapt to live with 

different disabilities. The students learned a little bit of AUSLAN (Australian 

sign language) but the highlight was meeting Paralympian Emma Booth!  

Emma is paraplegic and represented Australia at the 2016 Rio Paralympic 

Games. She was able to share her experiences and showed us that with 

resilience and courage, we can all overcome great obstacles and achieve our 

goals. A huge thank you goes to Emma and the Australian Paralympic 

Committee for this wonderful incursion. 

 

 

Play is the Way 

During Term 1, the Middle School focused on going over the Play is the Way 
(P.I.T.W) Six Key Concepts and what they mean. For Term 3 our focus has 
been delving deeper into these concepts, what they involve and how we can 
individually apply them to our own lives. This has been explored through the 
P.I.T.W games and circle time discussions.  

For the remainder of the year each grade will have the opportunity to 
showcase what they are learning through a single or collective group of the 
key concepts. This will be through a performance, video or game at a 
Monday morning assembly.  

The dates for each grade are below, however this could be subject to 
change. Please contact your child’s classroom teacher closer to that week to 
confirm.  

Term 2: 4A Week 4 (Piccadilly Circus)  
Term 3: 4B Week 3 (Zig Zag Ball) 

Term 4:  3A Week 7 (Amoeba Hula) 
Term 4:  3B Week 8 

The Middle School teaching team have really enjoyed watching the students 
apply these concepts in new ways within their new classrooms and look 
forward to the learning ahead.  

 

The Middle Sub-School Team 
Angelique Lowe, Brendan Tudball, John Shiell, Fiona Porter & Tanya 
Whiteside. 

HOMEWORK 

Thank you for those parents who 

are supporting their students to 

complete their homework. We 

understand that this is a new 

process for our Year 3 students. 
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