
 

Dates to remember: 

 Sat 26th May—Working Bee 

 Mon 11th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 Mon 18th to Friday 22nd June—

Planning Week 

 Thurs 21st June —Semester One 

Reports available 

 Tues 26th and Wednesday 27th June 

—Parent Teacher Interviews 

 Fri 29th June—Fun Food Day 

 Fri 29th June—Last day of Term Two 

(2:30 pick up) 

 Mon 16th July—Term 3 commences 

 5-7th September—Level 4 Camp 

Middle School Sub School 

 

Welcome back everyone to an exciting and busy term at Chelsea Heights Primary 

School. It has been wonderful to see the students settle back into their classroom 

routines so quickly and show that they are very focused on their learning. 

Numeracy 

Addition and subtraction 

This week we come to the end of our second round of flexible grouping in Numeracy. 

At the start of our grouping, we made a significant change to how our groups were 

organised. To encourage student voice and ownership in their learning, the students 

were not placed into groups by teachers based on their pre-test data, but rather, 

they were asked to reflect on their own individual needs. They then chose the group 

that would best help their learning. For example, a student who felt they didn’t have 

a very strong understanding of vertical addition and subtraction chose that group 

whereas another child may have chosen the vertical addition and subtraction group 

that focused on renaming. As the fortnight progressed the students were also able to 

move between groups based on their point of need. As usual these groups were a 

mixture of level 3 and level 4 students. 

Judging on the post test data the decisions made by the students really helped them 

grow in their understanding of addition and subtraction! 

 

Writing 

This term in the Middle School we have been working on Persuasive writing. Apart 

from making sure they have the correct structure, the students have been working 

very hard on including specific language features in their texts.  

Some of these are: 

 

Using emotive words and phrases as persuasive devices 

‘They should be free, fed properly and be able to have experiences with the real world 

in ways that other animals like puppies and kittens can’ (Maddi 4A) 
 

Using evaluative language  

‘So if you find an injured or orphaned animal take it too a zoo or sanctuary. It is very 

important that we protect these lovely creatures.’ (Tyler 4A) 

 

Daily 5 

The Middle School students have continued to work on establishing independence 

and reading stamina in the classroom during Daily 5 reading sessions. The students’ 

aim is to work independently on meaningful reading while classroom teachers meet 

with individuals and/or small groups. The students work their way through various 

tasks including read to self, read to someone, word work and listen to reading. This 

allows students to improve their reading by being given the opportunity to do just 

that, read! This extended reading time allows students to make significant progress 

in literacy as they take responsibility for monitoring their learning through the four 

main focuses of CAFÉ – Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency and Expanding 

Vocabulary.  The Daily 5 model gives teachers sufficient time for small group work, as 

well as time to coach students during one on one reading conferencing sessions. 

Don’t forget to encourage your children at home to adopt a regular reading routine. 

This will be beneficial for students as they are working on being able to read 

uninterrupted for 20 consecutive minutes in the classroom. 

 

Students participating in the Read to 

Self component of the Daily 5. 
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See several of the student’s narratives 
on display in the main building  
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Inquiry 

We have hit the ground running with our new Inquiry unit this Term, Look At 

What We Have Got. This unit focuses around the importance of habitats for 

plants and animals and encourages us to think and act sustainably when we 

interact with the environment. We will conduct a few experiments this Term 

starting with a water filter experiment where students will use a variety of 

items to find what filters dirty water into clean water.  What do you 

think?  Will cotton wool, cloth or gravel act as the best filter?  Stay tuned to 

find out! 

Year 3 Camp 

In Term Two the Level 3 students attended their first ever adventure camp 
to The Briars, Mount Martha. This was an adventure camp which included 
activities such as the leap of faith, low ropes, giant swing, hut building and 
archery. All students at some point were challenged and placed out of their 
comfort zone. Students therefore showed bravery and courage by stepping 
into the unknown throughout camp. The Level 3 team would like to thank all 
parents (Brent Douthie , Mick and Wendy Smith) that came along and 
supported this year’s camp! 
  

Play is the Way 

During Term One, the Middle School focused on going over the Play is the 
Way (P.I.T.W) Six Key Concepts and what they mean. For Term Two our 
focus has been delving deeper into these concepts, what they involve and 
how we can individually apply them to our own lives. This has been explored 
through the P.I.T.W games and circle time discussions.  

For the remainder of the year each grade will have the opportunity to 
showcase what they are learning through a single or collective group of the 
key concepts. This will be through a performance, video or game at a 
Monday morning assembly.  

The dates for each grade are below, however this could be subject to 
change. Please contact your child’s classroom teacher closer to that week to 
confirm.  

Term 2: 4A Week 4 (Piccadilly Circus)  
Term 3: 4B Week 3 (Zig Zag Ball) 

Term 3: 3B Week 4  
Term 4: 3A Week 7 (Amoeba Hula) 

The Middle School teaching team have really enjoyed watching the students 
apply these concepts in new ways within their new classrooms and look 
forward to the learning ahead.  

 

The Middle Sub School Team 
Angelique Lowe, Brendan Tudball, John Shiell, and Mia Young 

HOMEWORK 

Thankyou for those parents who 

are supporting their students to 

complete their homework. We 

understand that this is a new 

process for our Year 3 students. 
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