
 

Dates to remember: 

 

Friday 17th, 24th Nov & 1st Dec 

2018 Cross-School Transition sessions 

 

Tuesday 12th December 

State-wide transition for 2018 

 

Wednesday 13th December 

End of Year Celebration & Carols 

 

Friday 22nd December 

Last day of the year—1:30pm 

dismissal 
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Hi everyone. Here we are in the final term of the year! It has certainly 
flown by with so much happening over the last 10 months. As the end of 
the year approaches we still encourage everyone to keep up with their 
reading and spelling homework. It is important to keep up with those 
routines as we look forward to 2018. 

 

Writing  

This term we have been looking at Explanation texts. An Explanation text 
informs us on how something works. It is broken down into five parts to 
form its framework; Title, Definition, Description, Process and Application. 
Students have been writing about why we brush our teeth, how shadows 
are made and many other topics. Students have been following the writing 
process of plan, draft, self-edit, peer edit, teacher conference and publish to 
create a booklet on their chosen explanation topic.  

 

Maths 

Throughout the first 5 weeks of this term students have been learning about 

fractions. This has included fractions of shapes, fractions of groups, 

equivalent fractions and representing fractions in various ways. Starting in 

Week 6  the Year 1s and 2s began learning about money. Their learning will 

include identifying Australian coins and notes, ordering the different coins 

and performing transactions involving monetary amounts.  

We have continued to focus on Problem Solving, where we use the ‘read it, 

think it, solve it and explain it’ process when answering written and open 

ended questions.  

 

Daily 5 

Flip the Sound 

An important strategy we have been focusing on in class over the last few 

weeks is Flip the sound. It is a strategy good readers use when they come to 

a word that doesn’t sound right or make sense. Knowing the multiple sounds 

a letter or letter combination can make and being able to flip the sounds 

around is an essential skill.  

How can you help your child with this strategy at home?  

1. When your child reads a word incorrectly, wait until he/she gets to the 

end of the sentence. Then, stop your child and ask, “Did the word you just 

read sound right?” Put your hand palm-down and flip your hand over while 

saying, “Try flipping the sound.”  

2. Remind your child that when good readers use the strategy of flip the 

sound, they listen for a word they recognise. They then check to make sure 

that word makes sense in the sentence.  
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A few reminders: 

Hats 

The  school policy is that all students 
wear their wide brimmed school hats. 
Please ensure your child brings their hat 
to school everyday or leaves it in their 
locker if applicable. Children without hats 
will be sent to the undercover Outdoor 
Learning Area for the duration of recess 
and lunch. 

Homework 

Homework is sent out weekly. There is 
still a large number of children who don’t 
do any homework at all. It is a huge 
benefit to your child to do some 
consolidation of the spelling approaches 
and reading strategies we learn about in 
class. 

Library 

We will continue to go to the library over 
the next few weeks and be issued with 
five take home readers and two picture 
books each week. Please ensure your 
child has all seven books at school on 
their library day. Only one reader should 
be going home a night and then changed 
at school the next day. 

Monday—1A, 1C, 1/2D, 2B 

Thursday—2A 

Friday—1B 
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Flip the Sound continued… 
3. When sounding out words, review the different sounds letters make. Ask 

your child, “What other sound could that letter make?” Encourage your child 

to use the strategy of flip the sound to try different words until he/she is 

successful.  

4. This strategy can be compared to the strategy of cross checking. Remind 

your child to look at the word and ask, “Does it look right, does it sound 

right, does it make sense?” If it doesn’t sound right, they will then know to 

flip the sound and try again. 

 
NGV Excursion 
On Tuesday 24th October the Year One and Two students went to the 
National Gallery of Victoria to explore some of the gallery and learn about 
aboriginal artworks. Our Inquiry topic this term has focused on Sustainability 
and during a talk from a gallery educator we learned about how some 
aboriginal artists recycle used materials for their artworks. We learnt a lot 
about  the native regions of Australia and how the indigenous people  
passed on their stories via paintings and song. During the excursion we were 
fortunate enough to visit both the NGV International and the NGV Australia, 
the latter being where we were spoken to by the educator. A few highlights 
from the excursion included the Great Hall and its stained glass ceiling, 
seeing the sights of the city including the Yarra river, seeing some paintings 
by famous artists and lunch in the park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inquiry 
The Junior Sub School have been investigating the word ‘sustainability’ and 
what this means in terms of our environment. They discovered that if 
something is being sustained, it is being looked after and maintained. We 
have begun to look at recycling, landfill and green waste and the effects this 
has on the environment when not done correctly. The Junior Sub School will 
continue looking at the ‘crime scenes’ of litter around the school, including 
the most affected areas and strategise ways to reduce the rubbish around 
the yard.  

 
Kind regards, 
The Junior Sub School Team 
Angelique Lowe, Alec McPhee, Emily Neo,  
Emily White, Megan Thomas and Helen Farr 
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