
 

Dates to remember: 

 

 Saturday 26th May—Working Bee 

 Monday 11th June—Queen’s 

Birthday Public Holiday 

 Monday 18th to Friday 22nd June—

Planning Week 

 Thursday 21st June —Semester One 

Reports available 

 Tuesday 26th and Wednesday 27th 

June —Parent Teacher Interviews 

 Friday 29th June—Fun Food Day 

 Friday 29th June—Last day of Term 

Two (2:30 pick up) 

 Monday 16th July—Term 3 

commences 
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Hello everyone! We are now right in the midst of a busy term at Chelsea 

Heights Primary School. It was wonderful to see the students settle back 

into their classroom routines so quickly at the beginning of the term and 

show that they are very focused on their learning. 

Numeracy 

In Numeracy this Term we have been focusing on addition and subtraction. 

Students have practising their recall of simple addition facts includes making 

10, doubles and near doubles. We have also been looking at a range of 

addition and subtraction strategies that utilise skills used in our place value 

unit in Term 1 e.g. skip counting and partitioning. We also investigated data 

and statistics, including how to collect data, effective questioning and 

exploring a range of graph types. 

Writing 

This term the students have been getting to grips with Explanations in our 

genre writing sessions. We spent a week immersing ourselves in different 

examples, identifying common features, specific vocabulary and text 

structures, etc. The students were then able to participate in shared writing 

sessions that enabled them to contribute their own ideas to a suggested 

topic, such as why do some animals have spots or stripes? Finally, they 

worked through the Stages of Writing process (planning, drafting, editing, 

peer editing, teacher conferencing and publishing) to create their own piece. 

As a reflection the students will be evaluating how successful they were 

against our Explanation Proficiency Scale and considering how they could 

improve their work in the future. In our Writing Surface Features lessons, we 

have also been looking at specific grammar and punctuation that is 

necessary when creating effective and meaningful sentences. 

Daily 5 

We are now well and truly into our Daily 5 program and the students have 

continued to build on our Café menu of reading strategies displayed in the 

classrooms. They have quite a variety of strategies they can now apply when 

reading to themselves or someone else. These strategies cover the key 

components of successful reading: Comprehension, Accuracy, Fluency, and 

Expanding Vocabulary.  One particular Comprehension strategy we have 

focused on is: Making text to self connections. 

Readers who have a deeper understanding of texts, ask themselves 

questions before, during and after reading selection. This not only increases 

their comprehension of what is being read, but it fully engages them in the 

reading process. As readers, when we are fully engaged in the reading 

process, such as through discussion or using writer’s journals, we are more 

likely to gain further understanding of what is being read. Predicting what 

might happen next or being able to discuss what the author is trying to tell 

us, is a great way for readers to develop their comprehension of a text and 

further understand what is being read. 
Putting our ICT skills to the test with 

some basic Coding. 
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“Chunky Monkey” helping out this 



CERES 

We learnt about our wriggly friends 

and the important role they play in 

the environment. 

We became minibeast detectives and 

hunted for insects in a garden. We 

used information sheets to help us try 

and identify each bug we found. 
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Science 

During Term 2 the Junior Sub School have been investigating our unit of 
inquiry, Tip Toe Through Our World. This is a sustainability unit focusing on 
the environment and how we can leave a small environmental footprint.  
We are focusing on the essential questions:  
 How do we leave a tiny footprint on the environment?  
 Do we know what we can reuse, reduce and recycle?  
 How can we set goals and influence others to look after our 

environment? 
Students are learning about how long things take to decompose leading to 
questions around the ethics of being sustainable.  
 
CERES—Excursion 

In Week 3, students went on an excursion to CERES (Centre for Education 
and Research in Environmental Strategies). We investigated the natural 
habitats of worms and insects, and learnt about their positive effect on the 
environment. We explored native flora and fauna and how man-made 
objects are having negative impact on the environment. We discussed what 
kind of choices we can make to help sustain the world for the future. 
Students also took part in recycled paper making, working in partners to 
create something new from something old. 
 
Play is the Way 

This semester the students have loved participating in Play is the Way 
activities and games. We have been focusing on two virtues this semester; 
Treat Others as you Would Like to be Treated and Be Brave - Participate to 
Progress.  The students have been learning the value of understanding 
differences between each other and being accepting of this. Participating in 
games such as Piccadilly Circus and Islands has allowed the students to 
experience and discuss how we treat others and how our actions affect 
others. We will continue to focus on the Green Poster; Be Brave-Participate 
to Progress for the remainder of the term. We will be participating in games 
such as dead ants and time ball to get the students to challenge themselves. 
We look forward to conversing with the students about how they can 
overcome their challenges and participate in the activities to progress their 
learning. Each grade will be showcasing a Play is the Way presentation at 
assembly on a Monday morning. Please find below the dates the Junior 
School classes will be presenting: 

 
21/05-2A Luke Aldred 
28/05-1A Emily White 
13/08-2B Megan Foley 
27/08-1B Helen Farr 
15/10-2C Alec McPhee 
22/10-1C Tessa Horkings 

 
The Junior Sub School Team 
Luke Aldred, Alec McPhee, Megan Foley,  
Emily White, Tessa Horkings and Helen Farr 

Jumpers/Jackets 

As winter approaches the 
temperatures have dropped 

considerably and most students 
are now wearing jumpers and 

bomber jackets to school. Please 
take the time to speak to you 

child about being responsible for 
their belongings, including 

jumpers. If jumpers are taken off, 
it is the student’s responsibility to 

put them in their bags. If they 
take them off outside, they need 

to drop them outside their 
classroom door in the box 

provided. 
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