
 

Dates to remember: 

 Sat 26th May—Working Bee 9am—1pm 

 Mon 11th June—Queen’s Birthday 

Public Holiday 

 Mon 18th to Friday 22nd June—

Planning Week 

 Thurs 21st June —Semester One 

Reports available 

 Tues 26th and Wed 27th June —Parent 

Teacher Interviews 

 Fri 29th June—PITW Games Day 

(parents invited to attend) 

 Fri 29th June—Fun Food Day 

 Fri 29th June—Last day of Term 2   (2:30 

pick up) 

 Mon 16th July—Term 3 commences 
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Literacy 
In Daily 5, we are working on building our reading stamina. The Foundation 

students now have a reading stamina of almost 10 minutes! When reading, 

we have been focusing on tapping the words as we read. This strategy 

ensures that they do not miss out on any words, and similarly, do not 

include any additional  words at the end of the sentence.  

 
Take Home Readers 
Students are now borrowing five take-home readers, as well as two extra 

picture fiction or non-fiction texts. Students take home one reader each 

night and will leave the remaining four readers at school in their new book 

boxes. The picture fiction/non-fiction texts can remain at home for the week 

and be returned on library days.   

Students are learning to select ‘Good Fit’ texts during our weekly Library 

sessions. They are encouraged to find books of interest, and are searching 

for books with sentences and high frequency words. You may find that some 

of these texts are ’easy’ for the students to read at home. This is because we 

are practising the strategy of Easy Abundant Reading.  

Definition: The ability to participate often in the act of accurate 

reading, fluent reading and reading with understanding.  

Why do students need this strategy?: Abundant easy reading, or as 

Richard Allington states, ‘high-success reading’ is a critical factor in 

accelerating reading development. Success breeds success. Readers 

need this abundant easy reading to consolidate their skills and 

strategies they are learning and refining daily.  

Secret to Success: A reader must have text that they can read with 

99-100% accuracy (Betts 1949), they must choose to read and 

challenge themselves to read more each day.  

 

Writing 
We have been learning about Information Reports and the non-fiction 

genre. The students have been working hard on writing their own 

Information Reports about animals and our school. Students are learning to 

write in full sentences and use prepositions, such as ’can’, ’has’ and ’have’ in 

their writing. A focus has also been placed on basic writing conventions such 

as spaces between words and ending with a full stop.  
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THRASS 

The students have been working hard to learn the 44 phonemes on the 

THRASS chart. Their THRASS knowledge has improved immensely and 

because of this, they are gaining greater confidence to attempt to spell 

unfamiliar words. To date we focused on ‘t’ as in tap, ‘s’ as in sun, ‘I’ as in 

tin, ‘p’ as in panda, ‘n’ as in net and ‘c’ as in cat. 

To prove how great they are at THRASS, here are some fun ’code breaker’ 

challenges for you to do at home with the kids. 

You can support the learning at home by brainstorming words that contain 

the taught focus ‘phonemes’. 

 

M100 words 

Just a reminder to keep practicing the Magic Words and Magic Numbers 

with the children. You can look for them in readers, make them with play 

dough, cut and paste from newspapers or magazines… the list is endless!  
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Numeracy 

In our Mathematics sessions this term we have been investigating Teen 

Numbers and Subitising. We learned that a teen number begins with a ’1’, 

has two digits and is between 10 and 20.  

When subitising, children are able to identify the total amount of a group of 

objects by recognising familiar patterns, such as how dots are arranged on a 

six-sided dice. To be successful, the children are being encouraged to 

identify amounts without counting, in other words developing near-instant 

recall of an arrangement in only a few seconds.  

This skill helps in developing their mental-computation skills, by recognising 

the relationships between numbers, e.g. 6 is 3 and 3, 4 and 2 or 5 and 1.  

You can support the learning at home by encouraging your child to practise 

subitising the amount of dots on a dice (for a challenge use two dice), or 

placing a small number of objects (under ten) in front of them and getting 

them to use addition strategies to work out how many . 

For example: I see three and two and know that 

makes five or I see three and one and one and that is 

another way to make five.  

 

 

STEM—Our Sustainable World 

By understanding the conditions required for sustaining the environment we 

will better be able to care for the world around us.  

In this unit, students will be investigating the basic needs of living things, 

how the changing seasons can impact on living things and what sustainable 

actions they can take to care for our environment.  

The students have been very excited to grow and care for their own plants, 

grown from the replanting of stems and seeds of tomatoes, lettuces, celery 

and baby carrots. 

They are also starting to think more sustainably and reduce their impact on 

the environment at home and at school. Foundation students are practising 

turning off lights, picking up litter and recycling paper. 

Natalie Peacock, Paris Hargreaves, Emily Neo and Sara Gittus 

 


