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CAFÉ Focus Strategy: Chunk Letters and Sounds Together (Chunky Monkey) 
When teaching children to read, we are always looking for ways to help 

them decode words efficiently, rapidly and accurately. This allows them to 

focus their attention on understanding what they have read rather than 

focusing on the fundamentals of each word. One way we accomplish this is 

through teaching children to watch out for familiar word patterns called 

chunks. Chunks are groups of letters that when put together form a 

recognisable sound or word. Your children are working on the accuracy 

strategy of ’chunking letters and sounds together’. Use the following 

suggestions to support your child’s learning at home.   

How you can help your child with this strategy at home? 

1. When reading with your child, have your child look for well-known 

letter chunks in the words they are reading. These chunks could be 

prefixes, suffixes, endings, whole words, or base words. For example, 

your child may look for the chunk end in the word send, or air in chair. 

2. When chunking a word, have your child first read each chunk 

separately. Then, have your child put the chunks  together to make 

the word. This will train your child to quickly and easily spot chunks. 

3. If your child is having difficulties finding chunks, guide him/her to look 

for familiar endings and familiar prefixes. 

4. Encourage your child to use his/her fingers to frame the chunks found 

in words, decode those chunks first, and then move on to tackle the 

whole word.  

 

      Using your five senses to describe a setting, by Jordan FB 
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Dates to remember: 

 

Saturday 3rd December 

CHPS Xmas Market (9:00—2:00pm) 

Tuesday 6th December 

Statewide Transition Day 

Monday 12th December 

THRASS Dress Up Day 

Friday 16th December 

CHPS Xmas Concert (5pm—7pm) 

Tuesday 20th December 

End of Year Reports published on 

Sentral 

Last Day of Term 4 1:30pm dismissal  



 

 

Brandon reflecting on his learning 

using the Marzano Scale 

Foundation Sub School Newsletter 

 

NUMERACY 

The students in Foundation have finished their unit on Addition and 

Subtraction and have now moved on to Sharing.  

We finished Addition and Subtraction by investigating strategies such as 

counting on and counting back to solve a problem, or looking for 

recognisable patterns such as doubles, friends of 10 and 20 and adding tens. 

The students have really excelled themselves in how they have applied these 

more advanced concepts and used them to solve ‘real world problems’. 

We have also begun to investigate Sharing through familiar situations that 

the students can relate to, identifying which numbers can be shared equally 

into two and then three or more groups. The students are recognising that a 

‘fair share’ must have no left-overs and that all groups must finish with an 

equal number. 

Teleah and Poppy are using a Subtraction Mat to practise taking a part 

away from a whole. 

SCIENCE 

As this term has progressed, we have continued our investigation into 

materials. We have investigated what some common objects are made from 

as well as what each material looks and feels like.  

This week we conducted our own experiments to find out which materials 

are waterproof and which ones were not. The experiments required the 

students to think about the best way to test if a material was waterproof. 

We ended up with water all over the place, but had a fair bit of fun doing it!  

 

THRASS DAY 

Monday 12th of December will be THRASS Day! We encourage 

students to come to school dressed up as their favourite THRASS 

character (or in yellow). There will be a THRASS parade at assembly—

so make sure you get a good viewing spot nice and early! Students 

will participate in THRASS related activities throughout the day.  

It’s going to be a THRASS-tastic day! 
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Students creating their own Wilson 

McCaskill Posters 
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Wilson McCaskill 

This term in Play Is The Way, students are consolidating their skills of having 

the strength to be sensible and participating to progress as they begin to 

transition into Level One. We have focused on stepping out of our comfort 

zone to try new things and reflected on making mistakes and how they help 

us to learn.  

In the recent parent session, Wilson highlighted some of the important 

concepts covered by the Play Is The Way program and discussed the 

importance of instilling these skills in your children. He talked about helping 

your children identify and control their emotions, for example it is okay to 

be upset but what skills does your child have to deal with challenging 

situations. His book, “Children aren’t made of China” is a worthwhile (and 

entertaining) read if you are interested in more information. 

Goodbye Ms Milana 

As you may be aware, Ms. Milana will be leaving CHPS to pursue further 

studies in 2017. She has been such a wonderful member of the Foundation 

Team and we shall all miss her immense passion, booming laugh and 

incredibly kind spirit!  

Thank you 

We would like to thank all our parents and families for all the support you 

have provided throughout 2016. We have had a number of  volunteers in 

the classrooms, guided corridor reading support, excursion help and not to 

mention all the other extra-curricular activities we have participated in this 

year. There are a significant amount of studies available that evidence the 

positive effects parental involvement has on children, families, and the 

school when schools and parents continuously support and foster the 

children's learning and development.    

The children have all come so far this year, both academically and socially. It 

has been such a pleasure to be involved in their first year of primary 

schooling and we are so proud of them all. We wish them the very best for 

2017! 

Have a safe and happy festive season and enjoy the holiday break. 

Luke Aldred, Kim Milana, Natalie Peacock and Paris Hargreaves 
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